
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Life Science-Classifying Life Forms 
 
Unit Designers: Grade 4 Team 
 
Level(s): Grade 4 

 
Time Span: 8-10 weeks 

 
Content Area: 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit:   
Students will understand the balance of living and non-living factors in an ecosystem. Students will be 
able to identify the basic parts of of plant and animal cells and the function they play in supporting an 
organism's growth and development. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
Science: 
E.1. Students compare living things based on their behaviors, external features, and environmental needs.   
 
E.3. Students describe how living things are made up of one or more cells and the ways cells help 
organisms meet their basic needs. 
 
Language Arts: 
A.1. Students read and draw conclusions from texts, within a grade appropriate span of text complexity, 
by applying their knowledge and strategies of comprehension, vocabulary, alphabetic, and fluency. 
 
A.3. Students read, paraphrase, and summarize informational texts, within a grade appropriate span of 
text complexity, for different purposes. 
 
Math: 
B.1. Students make measurements and collect, display, evaluate, analyze and compute with data to 
describe or model phenomena and to make decisions based on data. 
 
B.2. Students collect and represent data in table, line plots, and read and interpret these types of data. 
 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 
 Identify vocabulary: food chain, omnivore, herbivore, carnivore, symbiosis, organism, habitat,  
  success, pollination, energy, repair, environment, interaction, affect, predator, prey,  
  decompose r, interdependence, food web    
 Identify different characteristics of a habitat 
 Understand the effects an organism can have on its environment 
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 Skills: 
 Create products to defend (provide evidence) point of view 
 Analyze information about symbiotic relationships 
 Describe organisms’ features that help them live 
 Evaluate information from fiction and non-fiction text 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Living things can be classified by similarities and differences.  (E1) 
All living things are made of cells. (E3) 

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
Why is classification important? 
How do cell parts meet the needs of basic organisms? 
 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 
 Things can be classified in multiple ways                                                        
 All living things are made of cells 
 
 Skills: 
 Students will classify organisms 
 Students will identify the differences in plant and animal cells 
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Formative  Assessments: 
A.1/A.3 Check points 
B.1.  Labs 
 
Summative Assessments: 
E.1. Sorting organisms into groups  
E.3. Identify the parts of plant and animal cells 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Compare and Classify Living Organisms:   E1 
 draw and interpret charts and graphs  
 plastic bugs for sorting (Suzie) 
 sorting cards (from original assessment Critter Classification) 
 
Cells:   E3/ A3 / B1 / B2 
 Scott Foresman Science  pgs   40-41, 44 
 cell project  
 observe cells with microscopes in lab  
 chart  and describe the similarities and differences in plant cells and animal cells   
 flash cards 
 http://www.bing.com/search?q=Science+Cell&FORM=R5FD5 
 http://www.bing.com/search?q=cells&FORM=KKIAS1 
 http://www.iknowthat.com/com/L3?Area=Science%20Lab 
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Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Literature studies on the environment 
Research other ecosystems 
Develop own imaginary ecosystem and describe its characteristics 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Videos on 
Microscope for observing cells 
Overhead projector for presenting information 
Computers for research and sharing 
Internet:   http://www.cellsalive.com/cells/cell_model.htm 
                 http://library.thinkquest.org/5420/cellsani.html 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Anthologies (Imagine)  
Science Texts and Lab Manuals 
 
Literature: 
      Magic School Bus 
 

 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 
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